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Stellingen behorende bij het proefschrift 
SPONDYLOARTHRITIS IN COLOMBIA 
1. In Colombian patients the ASAS criteria are most sensitive in classifying patients with a 
diagnosis of spondyloarthritis in comparison to other criteria sets. (this thesis) 
 
2. In clinical practice rheumatologists do not perform MRI or HLA-B27 testing in all patients 
in whom they suspect a diagnosis of SpA; however, they do require these tests if the 
clinical symptoms fall short and a suspicion remains. (this thesis) 
 
3. Clinical reasoning should follow principles of Bayesian theory so that it best helps 
rheumatologists in improving the efficiency of costly testing in patients with a suspicion 
of spondyloarthritis. (this thesis) 
 
4. The prevalence and risk of arterial hypertension and tuberculosis in patients with 
spondyloarthritis in Colombia is increased in comparison to the general population. (this 
thesis) 
 
5. The prevalence and the risk to develop malignancies is not increased in patients with 
spondyloarthritis in comparison to the reference population. (this thesis) 
 
6. In spondyloarthritis, the prevalence of periodontitis is lower and less severe than in 
healthy controls. (this thesis) 
 
7. The optimal detection and monitoring of comorbidities in patients with spondyloarthritis, 
may have implications for rheumatologist’s health assessments, prevention and 
treatment planning. 
 
8. The success of clinical research in rheumatology is a consequence of close collaboration 
between clinicians, methodologists, statisticians and research groups.    
 
9. When you live abroad you will learn about different customs, but when your child is born 
abroad, you will keep a little piece of this country in your heart. 
 
10. Doing research while living abroad is not easy. But understanding Dutch weather is a true 
challenge.  
 
11. “No medicine cures what happiness cannot”. (Gabriel Garcia Márquez in the “Of Love and 
Other Demons”, 1994). Happiness is the greatest medicine. 
 
12. The Netherlands and Colombia have many things in common: beautiful flowers, many 
bicycles and friendly people.  
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